
...because some kids can't wait for Christmas!



Our Mission

We provide Christmas experiences 365 days a year for
children and their families who are battling life threatening
illnesses.

How we do it

Decorate hospital rooms
Hand sew Christmas pillow cases and deliver them to children
receiving treatment
Santa visits the NICU and has pictures taken with babies who won't be
home for Christmas
Blue stockings with gift inside are delivered to siblings
Flight to the North Pole Experience 
Christmas is Coming experience (more details on next page) 



This is our newest experience 
It is best described as Santa's "mobile home"
Inside is Mrs. Claus' kitchen where kids make Santa's favorite cookie; a
Tinker Shop where they can design and build their very own toy; and
perhaps the most favorite place of all--Santa's Man Cave where kids can
spend 20 minutes with Santa reading stories, asking questions, trying on
his hat and boots and so much more
Outside is a giant snow globe that families can enter for a snowball fight
and pictures, a sleigh for driving and reindeer games  

Christmas is Coming



Not-So-Fun Facts

Childhood cancer remains the leading cause of death by disease among
children in the United States. 
Every day, 43 children are diagnosed with cancer and the average age of
diagnosis is 6. 
Cancer affects all ethnic, gender, and socio-economic groups and more than
40,000 children undergo treatment for cancer each year. 
Cancer is not the only threat children face but it does makes up 53% of
deaths by disease for children  

Sources: American Cancer Society, Cancer Facts and Figures (2018), National Cancer Institute (2017) 



Our History

The Dream began in 2009 with a volunteer Board of Directors to build an
indoor North Pole themed resort where families could celebrate Christmas
any day of the year 
As we chase the themed resort Dream, other experiences have been 
developed to bring Christmas to these families as they need it now:            
   a) Dream Boxes--boxes filled with Christmas "goodies" that are                
         distributed to children in hospitals (along with a gift for parents and    
         siblings)                                                                                                
   b) Provide mini blue stockings with a gift inside as a bit of Christmas        
        cheer anytime of year                                                                            
    c) Santa visits--to homes, hospitals, NICU                                                
    d) Pillow cases--lovingly made by volunteers and given to children          
            undergoing treatment during the Christmas season                          
    e) Flight to the North Pole                                                                          
     f) Christmas is Coming 
Volunteer base has grown to more than 50 people who attend Elf University
in order to participate
 



What People are Saying

"This amazing organization brought Christmas to our entire family!! Grant loved EVERY
second of it!! The Elves were absolutely AMAZING. And Santa and Mrs. Claus were hands
down the BEST! Thank you for making such an amazing experience for our family" 
 
     "Yesterday was a fun filled day for Sophia. It started out with a visit to the Christmas is
Coming experience, a 40-foot trailer decorated as Santa’s mobile home. She made
cookies with Mrs. Claus, made toys with an elf and then visited with Santa and told him
what she wanted for Christmas. Then she rode the sleigh car outside with her brother and
even enjoyed throwing fake snow balls at him � This was possible thanks to Christmas
Dreams, she absolutely loved it. 
     We have no words to express the gratitude we feel towards everyone who make these
events possible to bring smiles to the children who are going thru a very difficult time in
their lives. It takes love and dedication to give the gift of time and these organizations rely
on volunteer work as well as donations. We are forever grateful to everyone from the
volunteers to the event organizers and everyone involved for the smiles you put on Sophia
and all the children. Seeing her smile thru all of what she goes thru makes it a little easier". 
 
"The picture from last year of our Shane is one of my most favorite pictures." 
 
"Last year my son was in the NICU.  Santa went to see him and the picture is adorable.  I
love the way he looks at the babies." 
 
“Christmas Dreams went above and beyond anything we could have dreamed about. To
say that our patients and families loved it, would be an understatement. This all immersive
experience brought so much light to our kids undergoing treatment, their families and even
our staff. Christmas Dreams’ volunteers were up for anything and jumped into action with a
smile! From adapted experiences for some unexpected challenges, to last minute add-in
patients who just needed a “pick me up”, they were INCREDIBLY flexible and
accommodating. We love Christmas Dreams and their dedication to making our kids and
families smile for a brief time, during such a difficult time in their lives.” 
                    Emily O., BS, CCLS (Child Life Specialist, Florida Hospital for Children) 



Board

                       LeeAnn Stayer--President 
                       LeeAnn is the vision caster of Christmas Dreams.  She has developed 
                       ministries that have met the needs of our community for more than 25  
                       years. These include egg hunts, gifts for teens at Christmas, providing  
                       essentials for families in the midst of crisis and more.  She has gained a
reputation for leading and developing community building relationships within the
corporate world.  LeeAnn has worked with Clear Channel Communications, the City of
Longwood, charity leaders in Central Florida and Florida Hospital for Children.    
 
Churches and other non-profit agencies have patterned ministries based on her innovative
ideas to meet the needs of those they serve.  She has a passion for helping those who are
hurting and her experience as a foster parent enabled her to identify with parents who
have limited time with their children and birthed the idea of Christmas Dreams.   
 
LeeAnn earned a BA in Communications from UCF and a MA in Christian Education from
Reformed Theological Seminary.  She has recently earned her Bachelor and Master
degree in Santa Clausology from the International University of Sana Claus. 
 
                       Jeff Dixon--Vice President 
                       Jeff Dixon is a teacher, speaker, thought leader and best selling Disney  
                       author.  Jeff is a gifted speaker and motivator who is seen, heard and  
                       downloaded in 138 countries each week.  His visionary ability to navigate,  
                       shape, and create culture has made him an in demand conference speaker
where he brings a unique flair, style, and approach to enabling people to develop
pathways for transformational success in life. With a reputation for creative thought he has
taken his Masters Degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and bolstered
it with numerous leadership certifications from nationally recognized organizations.  A
trained and certified First Responder allows Jeff to be on the front lines of helping people
move through and survive in crisis situations.  With a love for Christmas, a heart for
ministry, and desire to make dreams come true, Jeff brings to Christmas Dreams a
passion and determination that is infectious. 
 



CHRISTMAS DREAMS MAKES HOLIDAY WISHES COME TRUE FOR CHILDREN IN
ORLANDO 
Locally-Based Charity Organization Brings Joyful Experiences to Florida Hospital for Children
Patients and Families 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — Christmas Dreams — a locally-based charity committed to creating
memorable Christmas experiences and igniting hope all year long for children who are battling
life-threatening illnesses — is bringing the joy of Christmas to the Florida Hospital for Children
with their moving North Pole trailer experience, holiday hospital room decorations, and more. 
 
Whether sending Dream Boxes (packages filled with fun Christmas toys and trinkets) or a visit
from Mr. and Mrs. Claus in the Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU), Christmas Dreams
brings the hope and fun that comes with the holidays. The organization’s semi-trailer,
“Christmas is Coming,” serves as the mobile expression that can bring these wonderland
experiences anywhere, from homes to hospitals. 
 
This year once again Christmas Dreams will make its annual return to Florida Hospital for
Children located at 601 E Rollins St, Orlando, FL 32803, where 12 families per day for five
days will delight in holiday fun inside the “Christmas is Coming” trailer, in addition to 550
pillowcases donated to children undergoing treatment, the decoration of many hospital rooms,
and Santa visiting more than 90 NICU babies who aren’t able to be home for Christmas. 
 
“It warms our hearts every year to see the smiles of these children’s faces as they partake in
our Christmas Dreams experiences,” said LeeAnn Stayer, founder of Christmas Dreams. “It is
so fulfilling for us to bring some holiday fun 365 days a year to children who battle life-
threatening illnesses, and we cannot wait to share the hope and excitement of Christmas
again this year.” 
 
Located outside of the pediatric outpatient procedures and sedation (POPS) unit at Florida
Hospital for Children, children and their families will also enjoy the giant snow globe, where
they can enter for a snowball fight and photos. Reindeer games will be hosted by the
Christmas Dreams elves who will also offer free snow cones with ice from the North Pole. 
 
 



The fun isn’t only on the outside: The interior of the “Christmas is Coming” trailer boasts
multiple stations, from baking cookies with Mrs. Claus, to creating a toy in the Tinker Shop to a
special visit with Santa himself right inside his Man Cave. Each family will spend 20 minutes in
each section inside the rolling North Pole. 
 
“The real gifts these families will receive is the joy on their children’s faces as they meet
classic Christmas characters and discover the wonders of the season,” said Marla Silliman,
senior executive officer of Florida Hospital for Children. “We’re so thankful to Christmas
Dreams for giving our patients the opportunity to experience the magic of the holidays.” 
 
While the event is not open to the general public, Christmas Dreams welcomes others to help
the kids and make their holidays even brighter through donating mini blue stockings, crafting
holiday-themed pillowcases for the children’s hospital rooms, or monetary contributions. 
 
Christmas Dreams has provided long-lasting memories to children since its inception in
January 2009, and plans to continue doing so as they head towards an expansion with an
indoor, North Pole-themed resort dedicated to creating more holiday memories for the kids
and families. 
 
To learn more about the cause or offer your support, please visit www.ChristmasDreams.org
or call 407.924.7331. 
 
About Christmas Dreams 
Christmas Dreams is a Florida-based charitable organization committed to creating
memorable, fun experiences and igniting hope for children battling life-threatening illnesses.
Whether through the use of Dream Boxes, decorating patients’ rooms or hospital lobbies,
delivering handmade holiday pillowcases, a visit from Santa in the Neonatal Intensive Care
Units (NICU), or their fun-filled “Christmas is Coming” semi-trailer boasting interactive holiday
experiences, Christmas Dreams brings the hope and fun of Christmas anywhere, 365 days a
year. For more information, visit www.ChristmasDreams.org. 
 
About Florida Hospital for Children 
The Walt Disney Pavilion at Florida Hospital for Children is one of the premier children’s
hospitals in the nation, setting standards for innovation, quality and comprehensive care. Our  
 



 child-centric healing environment was designed to keep kids comfortable is complemented by
a staff of world-class doctors, specialists, nurses and healthcare professionals utilizing
advanced technologies, therapies and treatments. The medical team of over 135 highly skilled
pediatric specialists delivers extraordinary care across more than 35 pediatric subspecialties,
including a children's emergency department; the Level IV Comprehensive Pediatric Epilepsy
Center; a world-renowned pediatric heart center; a Level III neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU); and the Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, Central Florida’s first and
only pediatric bone marrow transplant program affiliated with Duke Health. 
 
### 
 
 



Contact for More Information

LeeAnn Stayer 
lstayer@christmasdreams.org 
407-924-7331


