
 

 

CHRISTMAS DREAMS MAKES HOLIDAY WISHES COME TRUE FOR 

CHILDREN IN ORLANDO 

Locally-Based Charity Organization Brings Joyful Experiences to Florida 

Hospital for Children Patients and Families 
 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Christmas Dreams — a locally-based charity committed to creating 

memorable Christmas experiences and igniting hope all year long for children who are battling 

life-threatening illnesses — is bringing the joy of Christmas to the Florida Hospital for Children 

with their moving North Pole trailer experience, holiday hospital room decorations, and more. 

 

Whether sending Dream Boxes (packages filled with fun Christmas toys and trinkets) or a visit 

from Mr. and Mrs. Claus in the Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU), Christmas Dreams brings 

the hope and fun that comes with the holidays. The organization’s semi-trailer, “Christmas is 

Coming,” serves as the mobile expression that can bring these wonderland experiences 

anywhere, from homes to hospitals. 

 

This year, beginning December 10 Christmas Dreams will make its annual return to Florida 

Hospital for Children located at 601 E Rollins St, Orlando, FL 32803, where 12 families per day 

for five days will delight in holiday fun inside the “Christmas is Coming” trailer, in addition to 500 

pillowcases donated to children undergoing treatment, the decoration of many hospital rooms, 

and Santa visiting more than 50 NICU babies who aren’t able to be home for Christmas. 

 

“It warms our hearts every year to see the smiles of these children’s faces as they partake in our 

Christmas Dreams experiences,” said LeeAnn Stayer, founder of Christmas Dreams. “It is so 

fulfilling for us to bring some holiday fun 365 days a year to children who battle life-threatening 

illnesses, and we cannot wait to share the hope and excitement of Christmas again this year.” 

 

Located outside of the pediatric outpatient procedures and sedation (POPS) unit at Florida 

Hospital for Children, children and their families will also enjoy the giant snow globe, where they 

can enter for a snowball fight and photos. Reindeer games will be hosted by the Christmas 

Dreams elves who will also offer free snow cones with ice from the North Pole. 

 

The fun isn’t only on the outside: The interior of the “Christmas is Coming” trailer boasts multiple 

stations, from baking cookies with Mrs. Claus, to creating a toy in the Tinker Shop to a special 

visit with Santa himself right inside his Man Cave. Each family will spend 20 minutes in each 

section inside the rolling North Pole. 

http://christmasdreams.org/


 

“The real gifts these families will receive is the joy on their children’s faces as they meet classic 

Christmas characters and discover the wonders of the season,” said Marla Silliman, senior 

executive officer of Florida Hospital for Children. “We’re so thankful to Christmas Dreams for 

giving our patients the opportunity to experience the magic of the holidays.” 

 

While the event is not open to the general public, Christmas Dreams welcomes others to help the 

kids and make their holidays even brighter through donating mini blue stockings, crafting holiday-

themed pillowcases for the children’s hospital rooms, or monetary contributions here.  

 

Christmas Dreams has provided long-lasting memories to children since its inception in January 

2009, and plans to continue doing so as they head towards an expansion with an indoor, North 

Pole-themed resort dedicated to creating more holiday memories for the kids and families. 

 

To learn more about the cause or offer your support, please visit www.ChristmasDreams.org or 

call 407.924.7331. 

 

About Christmas Dreams 

Christmas Dreams is a Florida-based charitable organization committed to creating memorable, 

fun experiences and igniting hope for children battling life-threatening illnesses. Whether through 

the use of Dream Boxes, decorating patients’ rooms or hospital lobbies, delivering handmade 

holiday pillowcases, a visit from Santa in the Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU), or their fun-

filled “Christmas is Coming” semi-trailer boasting interactive holiday experiences, Christmas 

Dreams brings the hope and fun of Christmas anywhere, 365 days a year. For more information, 

visit www.ChristmasDreams.org. 

 

About Florida Hospital for Children 

The Walt Disney Pavilion at Florida Hospital for Children is one of the premier children’s hospitals 

in the nation, setting standards for innovation, quality and comprehensive care. Our child-centric 

healing environment was designed to keep kids comfortable is complemented by a staff of world-

class doctors, specialists, nurses and healthcare professionals utilizing advanced technologies, 

therapies and treatments. The medical team of over 135 highly skilled pediatric specialists 

delivers extraordinary care across more than 35 pediatric subspecialties, including a children's 

emergency department; the Level IV Comprehensive Pediatric Epilepsy Center; a world-

renowned pediatric heart center; a Level III neonatal intensive care unit (NICU); and the Children’s 

Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, Central Florida’s first and only pediatric bone marrow 

transplant program affiliated with Duke Health. 
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